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tiH:il' n~lrCl·sa.rici:l, then I will appc3.1 to the })coplc; then I will 

!"1ke my "taml upon the great plain of popular opinion, :lntt 

~hou1dt!l' to shoulder with my fr iends anel my lH~j~hbol's. fight 

dlC la!'$t grcn.t. ba.ttlc for tht! eni.on, tho Constitution nnd the prt1-

"rvatiCJH of OUI' freedom. Tho. gentlemen froUl Nuw lIanover 

':;1)'5 the cost of a. Convention will be ~nconsiJcrnble. There wus a 

liffcl'ent tunc sung to me last summcr~ hy those who Wf:l'O Opposc(l 

to calling a. Convention to amendaul' Constitution; but if! thought 

the pl'oposed Con\'ention would tend to restore hn,rmony to tht.:: 

\;~untry, I would not count dollars. Believing it would ha.ve DO 

~uch effect, I am unwilling to jmpo~c a. uscleS3 expense upon th_<, 

r "pI!', nut, ~rl'. Chairman, I nm much mOl'C opposed to the sub­

~titute offereu by thegentIemun froUl ~ew 11::1,l1over, tha.n I am to 

the original bill. I am opposed to it from the very consideration 

which it might be supposed would have l'ecommenuccl it to mo­

tlat is, that it is an open, unrestricted Convention, in which 

• .,n:tything may be' eon)jidcrcd. If n. Convention is to be calle.l 

t uecide whether Ol' not wc shall 'go out of the Un.ion, I want 

that to be the only bsue preseuted. I do not wi,h the people·, 

!trntion to be drawn from the main questIon by side issues. 

J ,10 not wish delegates elected to that Convention upon an~7 

ther than the real issue. [do not wish some returned in favor 

(;f a.d valorem, some again:-it it; some fol' it change in the basi::; 

ljf representation, (which I tell gentlemen is irresistible in some 

c 'mtie~ in the west,) and othel'~ opposed to it; others upon an 

.lentlment <1 ... to the IStatu8 of free nogroes, and al1 haying tlJ(' 

~)r,portunity to misrepresent the people upon the grea.t issue of 

r nion 01' disu111011. Thcre is dangcr that the people may be 

IDy,tifiecl and deceived by ,ueh ,I l11ultipllcity of issues. If 

we art' to take the first step in revolution, if we arc to call the 

propose{l Convention, 11vish the grea.t issue submitted by itself to 

the people, and then eYC1'y man's position upon that issuc will be 

unucr~tootl by them. Tam \'crymuch inf3.vor of Ad YalorclU taxu­

l~Qn. I made it a. point in my canvas); la~t summer, but rather 

than peril the existence of thi~ Union, I am willing to givc up 

Ad Valorem. The preservation of peace aml the perpetuity of 

the 'Lnion ought now to be the firtit and highest aspirntion of oyery 

patriotic citizen, But I hare another objection, much more power­

ful with me, against the substitute offerce] by the gentleman from 
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